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5th Caribbean Conference on Comprehensive Disaster Management

Montego Bay, Jamaica
National Disaster Coordinators and Meteorologists Dialogue

Advancing Multi-Hazards Early Warning Systems in the Caribbean

Monday, 6th December, 2010 from 8:30 am to 12 noon.
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/drr/events/Jamaica/index_en.html
ABSTRACT
Every year hydro-meteorological and climate-related hazards, such as tropical cyclones and storm surges, floods, droughts, and extreme temperature, impact the Caribbean region, halting and even reversing the socio-economic development of countries and territories.  As the region is recovering from the impact of Hurricane Tomas and challenges with water resources management and agricultural impacts of the pro-longed drought in the region, Directors of Disaster Risk Management and National Meteorological and Hydrological Services of Countries and territories in the Caribbean are coming together in this Dialogue to discuss the needs and priorities for strengthening of national and regional capacities in Multi-Hazard Early Warning Systems (MHEWS). While effective early warning systems have been demonstrated to save lives, emergence of climate forecasting capacities promises availability of warnings with longer lead-time that can not only improve emergency preparedness, but also sectoral planning, thus resulting in the reduction of economic impacts of disasters.

During the first segment of this Dialogue, directors and senior officials from the Disaster Risk Management Agencies (DRM) and National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHS) of Cuba and French West Indies will present their experiences and lesson’s learnt in Early Warning Systems (EWS) and coordination in emergency preparedness, planning and operations, which have been identified as good practices globally. In addition, representatives from Jamaica, Bahamas, Curacao, Dominica, Antigua and Barbuda and Anguilla will reflect on their EWS capacities and challenges.

The second Segment of the Dialogue will include a panel discussion engaging leading experts from the Caribbean regional and national institutions discussing major gaps, needs and priorities that have emerged from extensive consultations
 over the last few months and opportunities for strengthening national capacities and regional cooperation and coordination for strengthening of multi-hazard early warning systems in the region. Expected outcomes of this segment is to develop a clear strategy and implementation plan to realize priorities of action for addressing these gaps and propose national and regional forums for DRM and NMHS information sharing and planning, building on existing mechanisms and platforms.  
TARGET AUDIENCE

The Dialogue is targeted at directors and senior executives of Disaster Risk Management Agencies, Meteorological and Hydrological Services and other ministries and agencies engaged in DRM and EWS in the Caribbean.
SPONSORS

This Dialogue is convened by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) together with the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA), Caribbean Meteorological Organization (CMO) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) with support from the USA -National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration - National Weather Service (USA-NOAA-NWS).
1.  Consultation have included a series of multi-stakeholder, workshops, visits, and  surveys, including, (i) the Multi-Hazard Early Warning system (MHEWS) workshop, 21-25March 2010, San Jose, Costa Rica) �HYPERLINK "http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/drr/events/MHEWSCostaRica/index_en.html"�http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/drr/events/MHEWSCostaRica/index_en.html�; (ii) Visits to various countries/territories of the Caribbean and regional agencies CMO, CIMH, CDEMA, ACS, and (iii) the Technical Cooperation Workshop for Development of the Caribbean Regional Cooperation Programme in Multi-Hazard Early Warning System, 2-5  November 2010, Barbados, �HYPERLINK "http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/drr/events/Jamaica/index_en.html"�http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/drr/events/Jamaica/index_en.html�. 





